
Donate online at www.OpenDoorHouston.org.
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EXP. DATE PHONE #

Open Door Mission
P.O. Box 131568
Houston, TX 77219-1568

m  Check enclosed      m  Bill my credit card

         m            m            m            m   

m  $25.08 to feed and care for 11 people 
m  $50.16 to feed and care for 22 people 
m  $75.24 to feed and care for 33 people 
m  $______ to feed and care for as many as possible

Use my gift to make a real 
difference in one or more lives.

Transforming Lives Through RECOVERY  HEALING  LEARNING 

Open Door Mission • 5803 Harrisburg Boulevard • Houston, TX 77011 • (713) 921-7520 • www.OpenDoorHouston.org

How would you feel if you woke
up one day, tried to get out of 

bed, but instead you fell to the floor? 
That’s just what happened to 

Mark. He called 911 right away and 
when they got him to the hospital, 
they discovered a blood clot in his 
lungs.

Not being able to work while he 
was hospitalized, he lost his job and 
then his apartment and his truck. 
Newly homeless and unemployed, 
Mark was about to be released from 
the hospital, but had nowhere to go!

Thank God someone in the 
hospital told him about the Mission’s 
Convalescent Care Center.

“I had a lot of doctors’ 
appointments and lots of 
medications,” he said. “But the 
Mission helped take care of all of 
it.” And toward the end of Mark’s 
convalescence, he began helping 

out here at the Mission...cleaning, 
taking care of the medication room...
anything he could do to give back.

Mark continued to live and work at 
the Mission. In the Care Center, he was 
a one-man “Welcome Wagon” for new 
patients.  He also provided services for 
other Mission residents who nicknamed 
him the “medicine man.”

“Mark was in tune with everyone’s 
needs,” says a staff member. “He went 
above and beyond in everything he 
did and was an incredible asset to the 
CCC and our Social Services team.  
He also spent many hours in the 
Mission garden, working and sharing 
tips with residents and staff alike.”

During his time here, Mark also 
reestablished contact with his father 
who lives in Florida. Neither of them 
was able to travel, but they spoke on 
the phone every day.

“Truly 
blessed to 
be here!”

Mark continued >>> 

In Memoriam - Mark Boucher 1958-2014
God will provide

Every day, I see firsthand the 
truly miraculous changes that 
take place in the lives of men 
who are hurting, broken and 
addicted.  

God has demonstrated His 
love by taking hold of His 
children who are suffering 
from addictions, hunger or 
homelessness, those who are so 
very ill with no place to turn, 
and He gives them the strength 
to turn their lives around!

He has also seen to our 
provision through your 
partnership and invaluable 
support that provides the food, 
clothing, shelter, care and 
counseling that makes these 
transformations possible.

That is why, in our prayers here 
at the Mission, we give thanks 
for God’s grace and love, and, 
thanks for you. Because your 
gifts really do make a difference 
in the lives of His children who 
are without food and shelter or 
friends and family to help them 
through difficult times.

Bless you for all you do!

Tommy Thompson
President & CEO
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How much difference 
can one gift make? 

Here at Open Door 
Mission,  the answer is plenty!

With more than 12,000 monthly 
meals to prepare and serve, 3,600 nights 
of shelter to provide and hundreds 
of hours of care and education, your 
donations are always welcome, especially 
during the summer when needs 
continue, but giving drops off.

Here’s another power of 1: One 
gift, your gift, will help end hunger, 
homelessness and addiction for one or 

more people.
Every gift you give has the power 

to change a life. But it doesn’t happen 
overnight.

Long-lasting, permanent change 
takes food, shelter, care and education 
to help those in need become self-
sufficient...able to take care of themselves 
so they don’t have to rely on us.

One gift – your gift – is vital 
to the continuing success of this 
ministry and our ability to truly make 
a difference in the lives of people in 
need.

Pray for our 
residents that 
their physical and 
spiritual needs 
may be met and 
they may know 

God’s love for them.
Praise God for families that 
have been reconciled.
Pray for our counselors and 
volunteers that they may serve 
faithfully in Christ’s name.
Praise Him for the lives being 
changed and the joy that comes 
from knowing Christ!
Pray for our staff and Board 
of Directors that they may be 
guided in all their decisions and 
lead the Mission according to 
God’s will.

Runners on a Mission!

W e are delighted to report that 
this year’s Run for a Reason 

raised more than 
$25,000 to provide 
recovery, healing and 
learning here at Open 
Door Mission!

And, we’re proud 
to announce that the 

Mission has again been selected as a 
2015-2016 Official Charity.

It’s not too early to take part.  
ODM’s team, Runners on a Mission, 

will start their training in August, 
2015. So if you’d like to run, or have 
friends who do, visit our website 
at  www.OpenDoorHouston.org 
to learn more. Bonus: By joining 
Runners on a Mission, you are 
GUARANTEED ENTRY and can 
skip the lottery!

We’re also looking for corporate 
sponsors to not only help us raise 
support during this great city-wide 
event, but increase awareness of the 
Mission and it’s work.

Save the date
Join us Sept. 30 
for our Fall Gala!

I f you’re a person with a 
compassionate heart and a 

real desire to make a difference, 
there’s a very special group just 
for you at Open Door Mission.

Friends of  the Mission 
are partners who are making a 
difference in their community 
and God’s kingdom by giving a 
gift each month.  

When you give monthly – 
especially by credit card – there 
are no checks to write and no 
stamps to buy. But best of all 
are the priceless blessings to 
the Mission: Lower fundraising 
costs mean more money for 
ministry!

A “Win-Win” 
opportunity

Even with his 
life-threatening 
illness and long 
recovery, Mark 
would say, “You 
never have to look 
far around here to  

see somebody who’s worse off than I 
was. I can’t imagine where I would be 
if this place didn’t exist.” 

On November 24, 2014 Mark 
peacefully entered God’s Kingdom by 
passing away in his sleep at the Mission. 
He just didn’t wake up that day. 

Mark’s memorial service was held 
in the Mission chapel where staff and 
current as well as former Mission 
residents shared stories of their time 
with this loving, giving child of God.

1the 
Power
of

>>> Mark continued 

Praise&Prayer

Leave a lasting legacy

While many individuals provide 
a lifetime of generous gifts for 

family, friends and organizations they 
care about, over half of U.S. adults do 
not have a will or other estate plan.

Without a will, your estate will 
be divided according to the state in 
which you live. And the result may 
be very different from what you had 
wished, especially if your desire was 
not only to care for those you leave 
behind, but to leave a lasting legacy 
for the causes close to your heart.

The Mission can help make 
sure your wishes are followed. For 
information on planned giving 

opportunities, please call Butch 
Mangum – Director of Development 
at 713-921-7520 ext. 218. If you have 
already included the Mission in you 
will, please call so we can say “thank 
you.”

W e’re proud to announce 
our annual gala, 

Reunited: A Celebration 
of Family, honoring Dr. 
C. Stratton Hill, Jr. The 
gala – with special guest 
speaker Amy Grant – will 
be held at the Post Oak 
Hilton Hotel from 7:00-
10:00 p.m. on September 
30. For more information, 
contact Elizabeth Dyer at 
(713) 240-2877 or edyer@
opendoorhouston.org.


