
Born and raised in 
Houston, Roscoe 
became addicted to 
crack cocaine in the 
80’s. It wasn’t a life 
he would wish on 
anyone!

“� e devil would say ‘go and 
use!’”

Roscoe’s life was a downward 
spiral. “I could never have enough 
money,” he said shaking his head. 
“I had to work constantly to support 
the habit. I just pawned and sold 
everything I could. It was bad!”
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“Everything about me has changed!”

Roscoe continued on page 3 >>>
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It’s only September, but 
we’re already getting ready for 
the holidays.

We’ll need more than 40 
turkeys and 150 pounds of 
potatoes for our Annual 
� anksgiving Dinner here 
in the Houston area. In 
the days and weeks before 
� anksgiving, we’ll need 
hundreds of volunteers. 

 And, we need prayers.
 Prayers that the food we 

need will be provided. Prayers 
that we’ll have enough room 
for all the new folks coming 
our way.

 Most of all, prayers that 
those who join us for a meal 
or shelter will stay on and 
enter the programs that 
can get them into a right 
relationship with the Lord 
and back on their feet!

 You can help by donating 
food, or making a gift to 
purchase it. Or, bring your 
family or church group to 
volunteer, especially before 

the holidays. 
Finally, please 
pray – for our 
sta�  and for 
those in our 
community who 
need His help to 
� nd better lives.

Bless you for caring,

President & CEO

Bless you for caring,

Tommy � ompson

A Message from Tommy

  Amy Grant 
to Headline Mission Gala

Eat. 
    Love. 
        Pray. There is still time to make your 

reservation for the Mission’s 
Annual Fall Gala, “Reunited - A 
Celebration of Family,” happening Celebration of Family,” happening Celebration of Family,”
Wednesday, Sept. 30 at 7 p.m. at the 
Post Oak Hilton Hotel.

Dr. C. Stratton Hill Jr., Professor 
Emeritus of Medicine at the 
University of Texas M.D. Anderson 
Cancer Center where he served 
on the faculty for 35 years, will be 
honored for his tireless service as both 
a volunteer physician and fundraiser 

for the Mission.
Please join us as we celebrate “Dr. 

Hill” and enjoy the 
inspiring music of 
Grammy-winning 
singer/songwriter 
Amy Grant.

Contact 
Elisabeth Dyer at 
(713) 240-2877 to 

make your reservation today.

“Brother, can you spare a dime?”
You’re too young to remember this 

song that became the anthem of the 
great depression in the early 1930’s.

Back then, 10¢ would buy a box of 
cereal, two loaves of bread, a pound of 
hamburger or two cups of co� ee!

Today, a cup of co� ee can set you 
back $2 or more. 

But here at Open Door Mission, 
you can still provide a hungry man with 
a full home-cooked meal for just $2.28!

 $20.52 will feed 9 people. For 
$50.16, you can provide food and care 
for 22!

Providing a a 
meal is not our 
only goal. Every  Every 
donation you make donation you make 
helps provide food, helps provide food, 
shelter, education, job training, health shelter, education, job training, health shelter, education, job training, health shelter, education, job training, health 
care and access to all the other services 
that can put an individual – or an entire 
family – back on their feet! Your gift is 
life changing!

So please, make a gift today. Use 
the enclosed envelope, or give online at 
OpenDoorHouston.org. � ank you!

Reserve NOW!

Praise God for continuing 
to meet the needs of the 
Mission through ministry 
partners like you!

Pray that the Lord will continue to give us guidance 
as we look at expanding the Mission’s ministry.
Pray for the clients in our DoorWay Recovery Program 
and transitional programs, who are discovering new 
hearts and new beginnings through the Lord.
Pray for God’s continued protection over our staff 
and volunteers.

Prayer&Praise



During the week of November 14-22, the Mission is taking part in 
National Hunger & Homelessness Awareness Week – a nationwide 

e� ort to make more people aware of the problems of hunger and 
homelessness across America and right here in the Houston area.

Join your friends and neighbors by skipping a meal or your morning cup 
of co� ee and donating the money you would have spent to provide food and 
care for people here at the Mission.

� is is also a great chance to bring together your family, friends, 
neighbors, coworkers, or your church, school or civic group to:

• Serve a meal here at the Mission.
• Organize a drive and collect canned food, clothing (especially warm 

coats and jackets), socks & underwear, hygiene items, and sheets & 
blankets.
For more information, contact Tayze Wilson at (713) 921-7520, ext. 206

or e-mail twilson@opendoorhouston.org.

Give it up

for hunger

“I’ve been in and out of the penitentiary and jail 
and in rehab – but I wasn’t ready to stop using.” An 
old friend from the streets urged Roscoe to come 
to the Mission. “My friend Andrew encouraged me 
to come to Open Door Mission. Every time he saw 
me he would say, “Man, you need to go to the Open 
Door...you need to come into the program.”

It was Roscoe’s sister who � nally convinced him to 
come. 

“I was staying with my sister, and I hated seeing 
how much my lifestyle hurt her. Finally, I told her I 
just couldn’t live that way anymore. I was going to get 
help.”

“I can’t say enough about this program.”
Roscoe credits the accountability and faith-

based teachings of our DoorWay Drug and Alcohol 
Recovery Program with � nally straightening out his 
life. “It’s just amazing!” he says. “� e work they do 
really brings me to tears.”

“Some people just don’t want to turn their lives 
around, but I want it! I’ve been doing the things God 
wants me to do and have been obedient to Him.”

But Roscoe’s time here at the Mission hasn’t 
always been easy. It took three or four weeks for all of 
the unhealthy chemicals to get out of his system, and 
during that time, Roscoe’s the � rst to admit that he 
was rebellious. But with the help of teachers and sta� , 
he began overcoming temptations. 

“My family is so proud of me,” Roscoe says with 
a big smile. “Of the way I look and the way I talk and 
dress. Everything about me has changed, and it’s all 
because of God and this program!”

“� ey don’t ask you for a dime.”
What amazes Roscoe as much as the changes 

happening in his life is that it’s all due to the dedication 
of the sta�  and the Mission’s donors. “� ey provide 
clothes and food and bedding. � ey get you to medical 
appointments. � ey care about you as a whole person.” 

Roscoe was even able to get glasses at no charge 
through the Mission and the University of Houston. And 
once he leaves, he wants to give back. “It’s on my heart to 
do whatever I can to come back and help others with the 
help I’ve received. God is good. He is cleansing me and 
everyone here has done so much to help!”
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>>> Roscoe continued



Donate online at www.OpenDoorHouston.org, 
or call (713) 921-7520.

FAL15

�   $20.52 to feed and care for 9 people
�   $50.16 to feed and care for 22 people
�   $75.24 to feed and care for 33 people
�   $_________ to help as much as possible

Open Door Mission
P.O. Box 131568
Houston, TX 77219-1568

CREDIT CARD #              CIV/SEC #                

EXP. DATE                              PHONE #

While many individuals 
provide a lifetime of 

generous gifts for family, friends 
and organizations they care 
about, over half of U.S. adults do 
not have a will or other estate 
plan.

Without a will, your estate 
will be divided according to the 
laws in the state in which you 
live. And the result may be very 
di� erent from what you had 
wished, especially if your desire 
was not only to care for those 
you leave behind, but to leave a 
lasting legacy for the causes close 
to your heart.

� e Mission can help you make 
sure your wishes are followed. For 
information on planned giving 
opportunities, please call Butch
Mangum at (713) 921-7520, 
ext. 218. 

If you have already included 
the Mission in your will, please 
call so we can say “thank you.”

C an you imagine being released 
from the hospital following a 

grave illness or surgery only to � nd 
yourself trying to survive on the 
streets?

� at’s the dire struggle that 
many of our community’s homeless 
men faced prior to the opening of 
the Mission’s Russell M. Scott Jr., 
M.D., Convalescent Care Center, a 
safe place where they can continue to 
recover from surgery, injury or illness. 

Homeless persons are discharged 
from hospitals with care instructions 
that are di�  cult to follow while living 
on the streets. And living without 
shelter or food inevitably complicates 
health problems. In fact, homeless 
people are 3 to 4 times more likely to 
die prematurely from acute or chronic 
medical conditions.*

According to the Convalescent 
Care Center and Social Services case 
manager Jennifer Frances, “homeless 
patients who are discharged to a 
medical respite program experience 50 
percent fewer hospital readmissions 
within 90 days of being discharged 
than patients who are discharged to 

their own care.”  � e Convalescent 
Care Center not only saves lives, but 
saves money by lessening the necessity 
of emergency rooms and additional 
hospitalization for these men!

� e Center also provides care for 
those who may have mental illness or 
substance abuse issues, and gives the 
residents in our DoorWay Recovery 
Program access to medical services.

Life-saving Medical Care 
                             for Houston’s Homeless Men

Convalescent Care Center
Leave a 
lasting legacy
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�  Check enclosed      �  Bill my credit card

         �            �            �            �                                          Here’s my 2015 Annual 
Thanksgiving Campaign gift: 


