
DeWayne knows what drugs will do to knows what drugs will do to 
a person. “Drugs will take everything from a person. “Drugs will take everything from 
you,” he says.  “� ey will take your family you,” he says.  “� ey will take your family 
away from you. � ey will take away your away from you. � ey will take away your 
sense of thinking. � ey will rob you of sense of thinking. � ey will rob you of 
everything...until there’s nothing left.”everything...until there’s nothing left.”

DeWayne’s mother raised him in God’s mother raised him in God’s 
will. So fortunately, even when DeWayne will. So fortunately, even when DeWayne 
got into drugs, “God kept his hand on me.”got into drugs, “God kept his hand on me.”

Read more of DeWayne’s miraculous more of DeWayne’s miraculous 
transformation on page 3...
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� is is how we celebrate 
Jesus’ birth.

But perhaps there is 
something else we can do.

After all, Jesus made it 
very clear that He came “to 
seek and to save the lost.” He 
engaged with people whom 
others called “sinners,” who 
were open to hearing His 
message. He let them know 
they mattered to His Father.

People just like these � nd 
their way to Open Door 
Mission every day.

We welcome them, meet 
their basic needs and share 
the Good News, just as Jesus 
would.

Amid the hustle and bustle 
of Christmas, please take a 
moment to reach out once 
more to “the least of these.” 
Give a smile to a homeless 
person. Serve a meal here 
at the Mission. Give the 
precious gifts of your time, 
talents and treasure...just as 
Jesus would.

Bless you for caring,

President & CEO
P.S.  I want to thank you for 
your gifts this year, including 

your time, your 
prayers and your 
donations, that 
have made it 
possible for us 
to serve others 
in His name.

Bless you for caring,

Tommy � ompson
President & CEO

URGENT: Toys Still Needed

Your gift to the Mission’s annual 
Toys for Kids drive bene� ts two 

people: It touches the heart of a man 
in our program who’s working hard 
to return to his family, and it brings a 
huge smile to the face of that man’s son 
or daughter who receives it.

Please donate:

Bring your new, unwrapped toy 
to the Mission before Dec. 18 and 
we’ll wrap it! You can also help by 
hosting a toy drive on the Mission’s 
behalf. For more information, contact 
Cherri Williams at cwilliams@
opendoorhouston.org.

Calling all Christmas Elves!
No matter how 

hard we try, it is still 
true that “there’s no 
place like home for the 
holidays.”   

� at’s why we make a special e� ort 
to make Christmas the best celebration 
we can for the homeless men who are 
working hard to rebuild their lives and 
return to their families in our DoorWay 
program.

Our Toys for Kids program enables 
each of the men here at the Mission 

to strengthen the bonds with their 
children by giving them a Christmas 
toy. On Christmas morning, the men 
themselves each receive a gift bag with 
personal items.

You’ll � nd lists of suggested gift 
items above. Or please use the enclosed 
envelope to send a special Christmas 
gift directly to the Mission to help us 
purchase these items.

Either way, you’ll help put the 
Ho, Ho, Ho! (and a real blessing) in Ho, Ho, Ho! (and a real blessing) in Ho, Ho, Ho!
a homeless man’s or child’s life this 
Christmas.

Trees. Angels. 
   Candles. 
Carols. Feasting. 
Presents. 
     Rejoicing.

Christmas will be here before we know it, and we need your help now for our 
annual Toys for Kids drive. Here are 3 simple ways to give: 



DeWayne’s use of drugs and alcohol “tore his family 
apart.”

So it was a blessed day when he was accepted into 
our DoorWay program and a counselor called his mom 
here in Houston to tell her the good news!

“I was grateful, and I was glad they accepted me so 
God could clean me up,” he says.  

Before he plunged into our DoorWay program’s 
intensive 9-month curriculum of self-discovery, 
life-skills classes, spiritual renewal and Bible study, 
DeWayne had a chance to get his health back with 
good meals, rest and medical care.

“� ey have a Harris County Health Clinic on site 
to make sure we have � u shots, hepatitis and HIV tests.  
� ey also provide medication if we need it.”

Like everyone who is accepted into our DoorWay 
program, DeWayne was also evaluated at our 

Education Center.
“Studies show that education is 

the escape hatch out of poverty,” says 
Education Center manager Kendrick 
Kitchens.  “Each individual is evaluated 
to see what their learning level is, then 
a curriculum is designed to meet their 
individual needs.”

To help with a job search once they graduate, 
students can also take Basic Computer Skills classes 
like computer operations, typing, MS Word, email and 
resume development that help prepare them for the 
competitive job market.

Even though he was raised in the Baptist Church, 
DeWayne also appreciates the Mission’s spiritual 
emphasis.  “� ere were a lot of di� erent pastors and 
choir groups that came in and shared their testimonies 
or shared the word of God with us. � ey fed our souls 
when we were empty...and God � lls us back up with 
His word.”

“God is restoring me so I can go back out into the 
world and be a productive citizen,”  DeWayne says.  
“And not only a productive citizen, but a follower of 
Christ, too!”
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>>> Roscoe continued

There’s a day for giving thanks and a day for getting bargains.
Giving Tuesday, December 1, is the day for giving back!

In the midst of our busiest season of the year, we’re scrambling 
to provide over 10,230 meals and nearly 3,410 nights of shelter for 
homeless, hungry men, women and children.

Your Giving Tuesday gift will go a long way toward providing 
the food, shelter and 
life-changing care our 

community’s hungry and homeless people need most.  
Please visit our website at www.OpenDoorHouston.org on www.OpenDoorHouston.org on www.OpenDoorHouston.org

Dec. 1 and make your Giving Tuesday gift.
� ank you for being part of our Mission family!

Days of  Giving Get connected

Become a fan

Follow us

Watch videos

Visit us online: 
www.OpenDoorHouston.org

>>> Roscoe continued

“We leave Him.  He doesn’t leave us.”



Donate online at www.OpenDoorHouston.org.

HOL15

�   $20.52 to feed 9 people people daily
�   $50.16 to feed 22 people people daily
�   $75.24 to feed 33 people people daily
�   $_________ to help as much as possible
�   I’m enclosing a special Christmas gift of  $_____ 
       to make the holidays brighter for Mission guests.

Open Door Mission
P.O. Box 131568
Houston, TX 77219-1568

CREDIT CARD #              CIV/SEC #                

EXP. DATE                              PHONE #

M any of our friends make 
gifts to the Mission 

before the year ends.
Unfortunately, some wait 

until the very last minute, 
then worry if their gifts will be 
received in time.

� e IRS says:  “Contributions 
are deductible in the year 
made.” So donations charged to 
a credit card before midnight 
on December 31, 2015, count 
for 2015 (even if you don’t pay 
your credit card bill until 2016).

Checks need to be 
postmarked before midnight on 
New Year’s Eve.  

So to make your gift count, 
follow these rules. You can also 
avoid the rush and donate now 
using the enclosed envelope, 
or by making a safe, secure gift 
online at 
OpenDoorHouston.org.

I t’s di�  cult to make it in the world 
without a high school diploma or its 

equivalent—a GED. 
� at’s why Open Door 

Mission’s Education Center 
provides free GED courses
not only for our residents, 

but members of the community as well!
Classes are taught in English and 

students can learn at their own pace.  
Open enrollment allows students to 
begin at any time, and take classes 
when it’s convenient — the center 

is open 7 a.m. to 10 p.m. Monday 
through Friday, and 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. on 
Saturday.

Enroll today! Testing for entrance 
into the GED program takes place 
8 a.m. - 12 p.m., Monday-Friday. If 
you cannot test during working hours, 
please call the o�  ce for arrangements. 
Contact Kendrick Kitchens at (832) 
962-4247.

Opening the Door 
                       to a better future!

Considering a 
year-end gift?

NAME

ADDRESS

CITY / STATE/ ZIP

E-MAIL 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

�  Check enclosed      �  Bill my credit card

         �            �            �            �                                          
Tommy, use my gift to bless hungry, 
homeless people this Christmas.

Open Door Mission Houston has 
once again been chosen as an 

o�  cial charity for Run for a Reason.  
� e Chevron 

Houston Marathon
and the Aramco 
Houston Half 
Marathon will be 
held Sunday, January 

17, 2016.  � e ABB 5K will be held 
Saturday, January 16, 2016.  

Registration for the half marathon 
is closed, except for those who fundraise 
for an o�  cial marathon charity. To 
register, visit OpenDoorHouston.org

or chevronhoustonmarathon.com and 
pick Open Door Mission as your o�  cial 
fundraising charity. For questions, 
contact Elisabeth Dyer at edyer@
opendoorhouston.org or call opendoorhouston.org or call opendoorhouston.org (832) 
962-4235.

2016 Chevron Houston Marathon 
There’s still time to sign up!




