
Murphy’s Law says, “Everything that 
can go wrong, will go wrong.”

It could have been written about Gene!
He’d gotten hurt at work and run out 

of money. With no job and no place to live, of money. With no job and no place to live, 
he came to our Convalescent Care Center he came to our Convalescent Care Center 
to recover, where we can house up to 33 to recover, where we can house up to 33 
homeless men who have been released from homeless men who have been released from 
Ben Taub, LBJ and other regional hospitals Ben Taub, LBJ and other regional hospitals 
who have nowhere to go except back to the who have nowhere to go except back to the 
streets of Houston.streets of Houston.

“I was at the Center for four months,” 
Gene says. “I started going to classes at the Gene says. “I started going to classes at the 
Mission and I realized I had a drug problem. Mission and I realized I had a drug problem. 
I’d been drinking and drugging since I was I’d been drinking and drugging since I was 
11, and in the weeks before I came to the 11, and in the weeks before I came to the 
Mission, I’d smoked a lot of crack and meth.”Mission, I’d smoked a lot of crack and meth.”

Go to page 3 to learn how Gene’s life was 
turned around…turned around…
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Let your
light shine!

A graduate 
at 50!

Give a little.Give a little.
Help a lot.
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    Gene had 
nowhere to go!



Maundy Thursday 
Our Holy Week celebration begins Week celebration begins 

with a traditional Maundy � ursday with a traditional Maundy � ursday 
foot washing service at 10:30 a.m. foot washing service at 10:30 a.m. 
which recalls Jesus’ actions in John which recalls Jesus’ actions in John 
13:1-7 just before the Last Supper.13:1-7 just before the Last Supper.

� e public is welcome to 
experience this annual event, as well experience this annual event, as well 
as meet Open Door Mission sta�  and as meet Open Door Mission sta�  and as meet Open Door Mission sta�  and as meet Open Door Mission sta�  and 
men whose lives are being radically 
transformed in our programs. 

On Friday at 11:00 a.m., there will Friday at 11:00 a.m., there will 
be a worship service at the Mission.

Easter Sunday
Our Easter Sunday celebration 

continues with a sunrise service 
followed by an Easter meal for all 
our guests.

To ensure a bountiful Easter feast, 
your donation of any of the above 
items would be greatly appreciated.

Donations Donations Donations Donations can be dropped o�  can be dropped o�  
at the Mission at 5803 Harrisburg 
Blvd., Houston, from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Monday-Saturday. THANK YOU!
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Easter is a special reminder 
of just how good God is to 
us.

He gave His son to save us 
from sin.

He � lls our lives with love, 
hope and the promise of life 
everlasting.

� rough your work and 
sacri� ce, you have made these 
blessings abundantly available 
to others here at Open Door 
Mission!

You have brought hope 
into lives burdened by 
addictions. You have shown 
love for those who have been 
abandoned and abused. Your 
provision of food and shelter 
has made new lives possible 
for those in need.

� ank you for letting your 
light shine!

President & CEO

light shine!

Tommy � ompson

Pray that the men in our recovery, convalescent care and 
transition programs will be especially encouraged during this 
Easter season when so many are separated from loved ones.

Pray that all who come to the Mission will experience the love 
of Christ and that their lives will be transformed.

Praise God for all those who give their time and talents as 
volunteers whether serving meals, tutoring in our Education 
Center or being an important part of special events.

Praise God for families that have been reconciled.

Prayer&Praise

Ham
Potatoes
Canned vegetables
Canned fruit
Dinner rolls
Eggs
Pies
Butter
Individually wrapped 
   Easter candy

Easterat the MissionEasterEasterEasterEasterat the Missionat the Missionat the Mission

Let your 
light shine!

A Message from Tommy



Easter Dinner just $2.28

Give a little.  Help a lot.

Realizing that he needed more than just the 
medical help he received at our Convalescent Care 
Center, Gene joined the Mission’s seven-month 
residential DoorWay Recovery Program. 

One of the DoorWay requirements is an education 
evaluation. “� e test is mandatory,” Gene says. “I didn’t 
like it at � rst, but I got my GED, and now, I have a 
semester of college under my belt!”

“� ey were persistent with me doing what was right 
and functioning as a productive member of society, 
which I’m grateful for,” Gene says. “I graduated, left the 
Mission and was on my own for two years before some 
bad stu�  caught up with me.”

Living independently and drug-free, Gene got 
letters from the state about child support he owed, 
and he was determined to make things right. But the 
$1,500 a month the state wanted him to pay left little 
or no money for food, rent or utilities.

Gene knew where he could get help.
He returned to the Mission and was able to get 

the legal services he needed to work out child support 
payments. Eventually, he was even o� ered a job in 
maintenance.

Reunited with children...and grandchildren!
Before Gene came to the Mission, he hadn’t seen 

or heard from his family in more than 20 years...even 
though they lived right here in Houston. Now, that’s all 
changed! “I talk with them all the time now,” Gene says 
with a smile. 

 Today, Gene believes in the opposite of 
Murphy’s Law: “Everything that can work, will work!” 
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Get connected

Become a fan

Follow us

Watch videos

Visit us online: 
www.OpenDoorHouston.org

A high school graduate...
                 at 50!



Donate online at www.OpenDoorHouston.org.

NR02AA

�   $20.52 to feed 9 people people daily   $20.52 to feed 9 people people daily
�   $50.16 to feed 22 people people daily   $50.16 to feed 22 people people daily
�   $75.24 to feed 33 people people daily   $75.24 to feed 33 people people daily
�   $_________ to help as much as possible   $_________ to help as much as possible

Open Door Mission
P.O. Box 131568
Houston, TX 77219-1568

CREDIT CARD #              CIV/SEC #                

EXP. DATE                              PHONE #

Thank you to all who took part in last month’s Chevron Houston Marathon and 
Aramco Houston Half Marathon’s Run for a Reason to bene� t Open Door 

Mission. Final counts are not in, but we hope to have met our goal of raising $30,000 
to support the life-changing programs and services provided by the Mission.

Running for recovery!

NAME

ADDRESS

CITY / STATE/ ZIP

E-MAIL 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

�  Check enclosed      �  Bill my credit card

         �            �            �            �                                          

Your support helps transform the lives of the most 
severely addicted, destitute, homeless and disabled 

men in our community.
It is only possible because dedicated groups and 

individuals, churches, schools, companies and families 
donate money, clothing and countless hours of their 
time to make life better for neighbors in need. 

THANK YOU!

Cele� a� ng 2015. . .Looking forward to 2016

DoorWay Recovery Program

780 men enslaved by substance 
abuse, disorders, co-occurring illnesses, 
and homelessness 
enrolled in our 7-month 
residential DoorWay 
program which 
provides services to 
heal body, mind and 
spirit. The goal: stable 
recovery and a lifetime 
of self-suffi ciency and 
independent living.

Mayfi eld House

80 DoorWay graduates transitioned 
back to their families and into the 
community through our Mayfi eld House 
transitional living and aftercare program. 

In addition to receiving food and shelter, 
residents have the opportunity to take 
part in 12-step meetings, support groups 

and church and are 
encouraged to save 
money for an apartment 
or vehicle. 

Convalescent Care 
Center

75 men released 
from Ben Taub, LBJ and 

other regional hospitals with nowhere 
else to go but the streets of Houston 
received services to recuperate in our 
Convalescent Care Center.

Education & Technology Center

Education is a critical component 

in ending homelessness. 460 men in 
our programs and 148 members of the 
community took advantage of the GED, 
computer skills and adult literacy classes 
offered by our Education & Technology 
Center.

Meals & 
Shelter

40,150 
nights of 
safe shelter 
and 120,450 
nutritious 
meals were 

served to the men in or DoorWay Program 
and those living at Mayfi eld House and 
our Convalescent Care Center.

Yes, I’ll help provide food, 
shelter and other life-saving 
care with my Easter gift:


