OPEN DOOR MISSION

TRANSFORMATION

OF A MAN

DO NOT BE CONFORMED TO THIS WORLD,
BUT BE TRANSFORMED BY THE RENEWING OF YOUR MIND,
SO BY TESTING YOU MAY DISCERN WHAT THE WILL OF GOD IS,
THAT WHICH IS GOOD AND ACCEPTABLE AND PERFECT.
SUMMER 2018
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n March, our beloved Christian Counselor, Jim
Winkler, was called to share his eternity with the
Lord. Jim was a brother to all of us and was responsible for bringing many of our men to our savior
Jesus and creating a better understanding of the Word.
At his memorial service at the Mission I called
Jim God’s hands and feet here on earth. We all
need to be like him. We miss Jim greatly, but
we know we will all be together again one day.
Acts 13:36 “Now when David had served God’s purpose in his own generation, he fell asleep.” Jim
was called Home on March 15 at age 56. We know, without a doubt, that Jim had served God’s
purpose in his own generation. Couldn’t Jim have served so many more had he been given more
time? I think that answer comes from one of his “Winklerisms” which he frequently used to respond to the men who were constantly asking questions of him. He would respond with this
verse from Isaiah 55:8-9 that is an invitation to abundant life. “For My thoughts are not your
thoughts, Nor are your ways My ways,” declared the Lord. “For as the heavens are higher than
the earth, so are My ways higher than your ways, and My thoughts than your thoughts.” Jim used
this to align the men and bring them into unity with God. God’s thoughts are not our thoughts.
God said, Jim, let’s go home. I have a place for you here. Thank you, Jim, for serving all of us.

Tommy Thompson
President/CEO of Open Door Mission

“Jim was an incredible friend and advocate—no matter what you were facing, he always
offered up a prayer and a huge hug. He had a way of knowing what you needed just by being present.”
Morgan, staff

A VISIT FROM THE WHITE HOUSE
M

ay 30 was an amazing day at Open Door Mission! Visiting us from the White House in Washington, DC were the Director of National Drug Control Policy, Jim Carroll and Deputy Director for
Policy/Office of External Affairs, Jacqueline Hackett.
White House Deputy Chief of staff Jim Carroll was nominated
as President Donald Trump’s “Drug Czar,” in a move designed
to shore up the administration’s response to the opioid crisis.
President Trump states “I have full confidence in Mr. Carroll
to lead ONDCP to make significant strides in combatting the
opioids crisis, reducing drug use and coordinating U.S. drug
policy.” Fighting the opioid crisis and drug addiction is a priority for Mr. Carroll and the administration.
Open Door Mission was honored to have been selected for this
site visit from Director Carroll and Deputy Director Hackett
from the Office of National Drug Control Policy. His purpose
for the visit was to see a faith-based, non-government funded, recovery program and facility.

The site visit was conducted by Chief Executive Officer, Tommy Thompson; Chief Operating Officer,
Heather Diaz; and Board Chairman of Open Door Mission, Marvin Chernosky. Our guests were given an
extensive tour of the Mission, met many of our amazing staff, enjoyed a performance by our Open Door
Mission’s Ensemble, taste tested some of our home smoked BBQ, and had an opportunity to have a round
table discussion with ten of the men in our Doorway Recovery Program. Before Director Carroll and Deputy Director Hackett departed campus, Director Carroll stated that “we would be hearing from him again.”
We welcome him and everyone with open arms.
If you would like to know more about what we do here at Open Door Mission please join us for Lunch With A Mission every 2nd Thursday of
each month at noon. Please contact Katherine Burns at kburns@opendoorhouston.org or 832-962-4241 to reserve your complimentary seat.

MEET
HAROLD
“FROM THAT VERY FIRST TIME I HIT THAT CRACK,
IT TURNED MY WHOLE LIFE AROUND. I’D JUST
NEVER BEEN TO WHERE I WENT WITH CRACK
COCAINE. IT’S LIKE NOTHING ELSE. IT TAKES,
IT ROBS YOU OF ALL YOUR MONEY, YOUR
RESOURCES AND ALL YOUR SELF-ESTEEM.”

I

grew up in a home with wonderful loving parents and siblings. My family went to church, and I grew
up knowing about God. No one in my family smoked, drank, or did drugs. All my sisters and brothers
finished high school and college except for me. My parents gave me everything I have ever wanted,
and that could have been the beginning of my problem. I did very well in school until I started hanging out
with the wrong crowd in my neighborhood and started rebelling against my parent’s wishes.
I started drinking and smoking marijuana at the age of ﬁfteen and decided to drop out of high school in the eleventh
grade. I thought working and getting money was better than getting an education. My parents were devastated and my mom gave me the option of “going to school, get my GED, or get out of the house!” My mom
enrolled me in a six month GED program and after three days in the program I was ready to take the exam
and tested out.
Now that I had my GED I remember thinking “now I can make some good money,” and I did. I started
working as a valet attendant at the popular Brennan’s restaurant in Houston. I got to park and drive fancy
cars and I made big tips. However, I got introduced to barbiturates which codeine was my favorite, but it
came with an expensive price tag. I was broke all over again and went back to my 3rd Ward roots to get the
“cheap good drugs.” This is when I started snorting heroin. All my friends would shoot up, but at that time
I was too afraid. However, I became curious and the next five years I shot it up. I remember waking up one
day feeling ashamed and decided heroin was too much for me. Instead, I went back to drinking, taking
codeine and smoking marijuana. I was going from job to job and my parents knew that I was spinning out
of control again. My mom gave me another ultimatum…go to a treatment facility or get out!
That next day as I was walking downtown by the old post office I saw a sign “I WANT YOU FOR U.S. ARMY.”
Joining the army was the best decision I made in my life thus far. Three days later I was on a bus to South
Carolina to begin basic training, my new journey…serving my country. I served my country proudly for
four years and three of those years I was stationed in Germany.
TO SEE THE FULL LIVE INTERVIEW WITH HAROLD GO TO YOUTUBE.COM-OPEN DOOR MISSION HOUSTON

The weekend I got out of the Army I was offered a job with
HISD as a plant operator for the High School for Health
Professions where I worked for eight years. Shortly after,
I ran into a lady I used to date in high school. We started
dating, she got pregnant, and we have been married now
for thirty-three years. However, with all the changes made
so quickly in my life, I began using again. My addiction had
gotten so bad that my wife left me. When she left I turned
to crack cocaine. This was the moment I hit rock bottom.
My family disowned me. I became homeless, sleeping pillow
to pillow, in my car and lost my job that I loved. I prayed
because I wanted to make my family proud of me again.
This is when I found an ad for truck driving, but they told
me I had to go to school which I could not afford. I went to
the VA Office and they paid for me to go to school. I was
so thankful to the VA and God for answering my prayers. I
received my CDL License, stayed sober and drove around
the country for thirty-years. Although, it only took a few
months of driving when I started using crack cocaine again.
I was making $80,000 a year, but had nothing to show for
it. I paid my rent, insurance on my car, and the rest I spent
on my addiction.
Transformation of a man
In January of 2017, I got a call that my mother had fallen ill. My family thought
my dad was not able to care for my mother even though he still drove and bowled
in a league every week. I told my family there was no way I was going to send my
mother to a nursing home to dry rot. I quit my job and moved in with my parents
to help care for my mother. My mother passed away in March and I was devastated and started using again everyday. I was not in the right state of mind and asked
God to heal me or kill me. God gave me strength to get on the internet and Open
Door Mission popped up. When I got here I thought “oh, I’m not sure I can do
this.” That is when I met Mr. Winkler. Even though I grew up in church I hadn’t
read a Bible in fifteen years. I was sitting in class one day listening to Mr. Winkler
and he gave me the resources I needed to pick up the Bible and start reading. Mr.
Winkler made me realize that recovery is a highly spiritual thing. Without spirituality you aren’t doing anything but spinning wheels like I did my first four times. I
now realize the most important key to sobriety is a strong relationship with God.

“My world
was gone.
That was
my wife, my
child.
I was their
King and I
disappointed
them.”

I was Baptized on April 8th, Easter Sunday. Since that day I have not been happier in my life. I feel and see
joy. I wake up every morning thanking God that I am here at Open Door Mission and I am so thankful
for what the program has done for me.
After I graduate the program I plan to stay focused on God and stay sober. God first! I am going to
help my dad and take care of him, and enjoy our time together being sober which is all new to me. I
want to do all the things I neglected while I was using. I know I cannot go back in time, but I can give
a part of my life sober, because we never know how much time we have left on this earth. I want to give
back to others, be there for my family, friends and grandchildren. This is the new ME and I will continue to do whatever it takes to stay sober. I KNOW I can make it! I have learned to remember patience,
even the snail made it to the Ark through perseverance.
“I THANK GOD FOR ALL THE SUPPORTERS OF OPEN DOOR MISSION, MR. TOMMY, AND ALL THE STAFF THAT HAVE
WALKED WITH ME. OPEN DOOR MISSION HAS CHANGED ME AND TRULY SAVED MY LIFE!”

MARK YOUR CALENDAR
LUNCH WITH A MISSION: We host an open house luncheon and tour of the campus to the general public. Donors, volunteers, mentors,
and those who just want to learn more about the Mission are invited to enjoy a meal from our catering menu and a tour of the campus.
August 9, 2018 & September 13, 2018 12 p.m. - 1:30 p.m.
RECOGNITION NIGHT: We gather at 6 p.m. at our Lord and Savior Chapel on campus to recognize the men who have
successfully completed the Doorway Program. All friends, family members, & well-wishers are welcome to attend and
hear the men’s inspiring stories of transformation.
August 16, 2018 & September 28, 2018 6:00 p.m.
ANNUAL GALA: River Oaks Country Club. For reservations contact Katherine Burns.
September 20, 2018 6:00 p.m.
CHEVERON HOUSTON MARATHON/ ARAMCO HALF MARATHON- RUN FOR A REASON:
Runners and sidewalk sponsors needed. Sign up now by contacting Katherine Burns
January 20, 2018

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT KATHERINE BURNS: KBURNS@OPENDOORHOUSTON.ORG 832-962-4241

LIVES YOU’VE TOUCHED
MAY/JUNE 2018

5803 HARRISBURG. HOUSTON, TX 770011
(713) 921- 7520 OPENDOORHOUSTON.ORG

MEALS SERVED: 14,625

SPIRITUAL GROUPS: 116

NIGHTS OF LODGING: 4,999

EDUCATION CLASSES: 68

SUBSTANCE ABUSE GROUPS: 242

LIFE SKILLS GROUPS: 66

FITNESS CLASSES: 68

HARRIS HEALTH EDUCATION CLASSES: 94

INDIVIDUAL COUNSELING HOURS: 42

ELIGIBLE FOR GOLD CARD: 32
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