OPEN DOOR MISSION

A

DECADE OF

GROWTH
KEVIN'S SPIRITUAL
JOURNEY

THIS MEANS THAT ANYONE WHO
BELONGS TO CHRIST HAS BECOME

A NEW PERSON. THE OLD LIFE IS GONE;

2019

A NEW LIFE HAS BEGUN!

2 CORINTHIANS 5:17

A LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT
This is a Call to Action. On September 19, Tropical Storm Imelda

poured on our “Evening With A Mission” Gala causing our venue to cancel
at 3:00 p.m. The roads were impassable and Houston went under a state of
emergency. I’m sure you experienced some inconvenience as well. So, instead of this being a letter of celebration and thanks to those who would have
attended and contributed, this is a letter of appeal.

TOMMY THOMPSON
President

Each Fall, the Mission hosts an elegant Gala fundraiser that accounts for 20%
of our $2.5 million annual budget. Not to put all the math before you, but we
had a $112,000 net shortfall. Thank goodness for our presales.

RIVER OAKS COUNTRY CLUB SEPTEMBER 19, 2019 3 P.M.

At our post-Gala board meeting the next week we discussed our options to reschedule. We
reminded ourselves that our eyes are to be on the prize, not on the Gala event. Had we enjoyed
the Gala, the prize would have been evident everywhere in that room. How can I put the prize
into words in this letter for you to feel the presence of God’s work that happens here at the
Open Door Mission every day? That prize is the result of the work we do with and for these
men and for the God we serve with the gifts you provide to make it possible. We are to be God’s
hands and feet on this earth.
The Gala is always a joyous event where 400 to 500 gather in community with some of these
men who we include at the Gala such as the Open Door Mission Ensemble and a few men who
recently graduated the Program. The videos we would have shown are available to be seen at
www.opendoorhouston.org.
Ultimately, the board and the Gala Committee decided to reschedule the 2019 event to be
Thursday, September 24, 2020 again at River Oaks Country Club. That is eleven months away,
but mark your calendar and, in the meantime, if you can help us to reduce the $112,000 shortfall with a large or small gift, we would be most appreciative.
Please attend one of our monthly Lunch With A Mission open houses. For the remainder of
2019, they are scheduled for November 14 and December 12 from noon to 1:30 p.m. It includes a wonderful lunch catered by our own Open Door Mission Catering, an overview of our
program, and a tour. Please RSVP by contacting Katherine Burns at kburns@opendoorhouston.org or call 832-962-4241.
God Bless,
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What does a 14 year-old do when he is home
alone everyday with no purpose or accountability? Whatever he wants.
“I used to hang out on the streets,” said Kevin
Spivey. “At 14, I started smoking pot, went to
bars and began using a lot of drugs. By 17, I
was arrested for burglary, a felony, and spent a
month in jail, but got probation and deferred
adjudication. I kept partying, so at 22 I ended
up spending 10 months in jail.” It wasn’t that
Kevin had no family or church background.
He was raised in a Catholic home and his
mom, a nurse, and dad, in the car business,
worked much of the time. He had knowledge
about God, but no relationship with Him. “I
saw God as a judge,” said Kevin. “And I treated Him like a convenience store: when crisis
or guilt came, I ran to Him, but then it was
right back to the streets.”
Two times in jail and four rehabs later, Kevin
was still unable to kick the beast of drug addiction. In 2009, his mother pled with him to
get help, and contacted Open Door Mission, a
faith-based rehabilitation center in Houston.
There he attended Bible classes during the day
and went to Chapel services at night. At 26,
he was tired and had burned many bridges
in his life. Many family members and friends
had written him off, but God had not.

“God, if
you are
real, show
me,” was
his plea,
and God
began
changing
his heart.

Hearing the truth of God’s Word every day
made Kevin realize that God had not abandoned him. On October 22, 2009 in Chapel
at Open Door Mission after hearing the invitation to trust Christ, Kevin decided it was
time to surrender. “God, if you are real, show
me,” was his plea, and God began changing
his heart.
Houston’s First Baptist Church routinely sent
vans to pick men up from Open Door Mission to bring them back for Sunday evening
services, so Kevin went along one night. He
attended a young singles Life Bible Study and
was amazed. “I thought everyone my age was
at bars,” he said. “God began exposing all the
lies I had believed.”

GOING THE
EXTRA MILES
TO CHANGE
MEN'S LIVES

For over 24 years, the Houston Chevron
Marathon Committee has provided an opportunity for Houston’s nonprofit community to get involved with the annual Chevron
Houston Marathon and Aramco Half Marathon through the Run for a Reason program.
This program allows race participants, who
are willing to fundraise and raise awareness,
to connect with local nonprofit organizations
and run on their team. Open Door Mission is
one of the 64 Run for a Reason charities and
has been teaming up with runners for years.
This year, our Chevron Houston Marathon
team was comprised of 16 runners, including: 2 Marathon Fundraising for Registration
(FFR) runners, 10 Half Marathon (FFR) runners, and 4 HERO entries. Our team ranged
from avid runners who were brand-new
to our Mission, a dedicated staff member
who wanted to run for the men she works
with, to Program Alumni and Board Directors.

Despite their various connections to the Mission, team members developed an affinity for
Open Door Mission and ran for the men
we serve.
Thank you to those who run and raise
funds for the Mission each year. Our
success would not be not possible without you!
Please participate in our upcoming 2020 Run
for a Reason running team, by visiting our
Events webpage at www.opendoorhouston.
org, or contact our Development and Events
Coordinator, Katherine Burns, at 832-9624241 or kburns@opendoorhouston.org

Kevin attended the Missions Expo at Houston's
First in 2010, where he learned of available
opportunites and met Pastor Gregg Matte and
Missions Pastor William Taylor. Subsequently Kevin traveled to Costa Rica on a mission
trip, partially sponsored by the church. While
there, he shared his life story for the first time
in front of a group. “The Lord told me that I
had 26 years to get my life together,” said Kevin. “He said my way had led to incarceration
and rehabs, and I was on the road to certain
death. Now He was saying, 'Come, follow Me.'”
God continued opening doors for Kevin.
He returned to Costa Rica in 2010 to join a
missionary organization called Youth With a
Mission (YWAM). While living there for 10
months he learned of Marlen, who had been a
missionary in Costa Rica with Christian Surfers for 2 years. A mutual friend told him she
also was a member of Houston's First. After
Kevin's return, they met at the church bookstore and have been inseparable ever since.
Marlen suggested Kevin attend Bible College,
so he enrolled in the College of Biblical Studies
in 2011 and graduated with a Bachelor's Degree
in Biblical Counseling “I am the first person
in my family to get a college degree,” he said.
"God restored 14 years of destruction in fiveand-a-half years. What I lived through
was misery, but he is using it for ministry."

Kevin and Marlen married in 2013 and are the
parents of two beloved children. Marlen had
been walking with the Lord for a long time.
She offered Kevin encouragement, prayers,
challenges, correction and spoke the truth in
love. He said, “I had nothing to offer her but
me.” Regarding his marriage, Kevin quoted
Proverbs 18:22, “He who finds a wife finds a
good thing, and obtains favor from the Lord.”

Ordained by the church in 2017, Kevin serves
as the Minister of Assimilation at Houston’s
First. His responsibility is to help integrate
people into the church by leading them to
Christ, facilitating membership, scheduling
baptisms, assisting folks with finding a Life
Bible Study, which offers them an opportunity to have more authentic relationships in a
smaller setting, and helping them identify areas where they can give their lives away. He
also leads prayer meetings and mission trips.
In summary Kevin said, “It’s still surreal. There
are still moments when I’m in awe of all God has
done. He was pursuing me before I knew him.
I never would have thought coming through
these gates at ODM that God would do what
He did. Coming back here and sharing with
the men helps me put everything in perspective. I see myself. I can speak their language.
I have reached a point in my life where I can
do whatever God wants me to say, I will do it.”

OPEN DOOR MISSION
LEGACY GIFTS
Leaving a Legacy Gift to Open Door Mission is an excellent way to advance the
work of the organization by making a contribution that will continue to touch the
lives of the men we serve in the future. Your thoughtful planning today sets things
in motion to benefit the ministry tomorrow.

YOUR WILL

A bequest may be made in the form of
financial gift or property by designating
Open Door Mission as a beneficiary in
your will.

RETIREMENT FUNDS

You may name Open Door
Mission as a beneficary of a retirement account (IRA, 401K, etc.)

LIFE INSURANCE POLICY

Open Door Mission may be indicated as the
owner and beneficary of a new or existing life
insurance policy.

please consult a financial advisor or attorney for additional information
‘In Memory of Gifts’ Thank you for remembering someone special with a gift to our men at Open Door Mission.
Patrick, Jill, and Ashes Carlisle
Cara McGourty

Honorarium

Terrod Lewis
Evelyn Lewis
Larry McAfee
Jinger and Bet Magill
Men at Open Door Mission
Mike Dotson
Jeff Hunt

Gary Felton Powell
Cindy Draper
Michele Reed Guitierrez

Bill Miller
Eric Chan
Dan Nix
Richard Nelson
Joe Roher
Rebecca Browning

Tommy Thompson
Richard Nelson
Arlo Weltge
Charmaine Smith
Susan Cooley
Carlos Washington
Audrey Reed
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