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RECOVERING
FROM
DISASTER.

Mike struggled with addiction
and spent 13 years living on the
streets.
See how he overcame the odds.

LUNCHEON FOR LADIES
OPEN DOOR MISSION'S FIRST EVER LADIES LUNCHEON

Charmaine Smith, Mary Alford, Barbara Wilson, Tommy Thompson

Last October, Open Door Mission held it's
first Women's Luncheon in many years. The
Luncheon brought together more than 50
women from around the community to
better understand how women can be
involved at Open Door Mission.
Our guest speaker for the event was Mary
Alford, a longtime volunteer of the Mission.
Mary can be found in the kitchen Tuesdays
and Thursdays, where she helps prepare
meals alongside the men and even creates
some of her very own recipes and desserts
for the men to enjoy.

We celebrated another volunteer, Barbara Wilson, who began
volunteering in February of 2016. Her role at Open Door Mission is
known as the seamstress. She helps with altering the men's clothes
for everyday wear, as well as the suits for their graduation from the
Program. As her time with Open Door Mission has grown, so has
her relationship with the men she has gotten to know, many of
whom refer to her as "Mom." As one client said, "She's like the Open
Door Mission mom, she keeps everyone in line, she makes some of
the best buttermilk pie and chocolate cake desserts and is just an
all around amazing lady."
It was a wildly successful event and we are thankful to all of the
women who came to support us. We are also incredibly grateful of
the time both Mary and Barbara have invested into the Mission and
the men in the Program. We look to host more of these luncheons
in 2020 and hope you can join us next time.

TOYS 4 KIDS

Due to your generous donations toward our Toys 4 Kids Drive, we
were able to provide a wonderful Christmas for 112 children.
Your support has truly made a difference in the lives of over 70
homeless, recovering men in our programs. These men are making
a concerted effort to regain control of their lives, and are starting
to take positive steps to mend broken relationships, especially with
their families -- and our Toys 4 Kids Drive is an integral part in this
process.
It had been years since the men gave a Christmas gift to their
children or grandchildren. We are so glad that you decided to
partner with us in making Christmas wishes come true for
deserving men and their families.
We cannot express how much we appreciate all you have done to
make our Annual Toys 4 Kids Drive a success! You truly have been
a blessing this holiday seas
Katherine Burns Event Cooordinator - kburns @opendoorhouston.org

RECOVERING FROM
DISASTER.
BY ANTHONY WRIGHT

I JUST DIDN'T HAVE ANY GUIDANCE

Mike grew up in Houston spending the early part of his life living with his
mother and brother before staying with his father for the next ten years.
"The split family unit used to really affect me. Having to go from my mom to
my dad back and forth, I used to hate that. I think that really affected me
emotionally over the years," Mike stated. "I really wasn't sure what I wanted
to be in life. I just didn't have any guidance. My father wasn't there. I think in
the first part of my life, it is real important to have a father figure and mine

"MY FATHER
WASN'T THERE.
I THINK IN THE FIRST

died when I was 17. By his death I was abandoned by him forever.”

PART OF MY LIFE, IT IS

Mike's first experience with alcohol came one summer when he was living

REAL IMPORTANT TO

with his father. Dealing with the split of his parents, he started looking for a
way to cope. "It was at age 12 when I got drunk. There were these kids at the
park who had vodka and orange juice. I will never forget how good that
made me feel. That was the start of me becoming an alcoholic. I knew in my
heart that I was going to have a problem down the road. I knew I shouldn't
do it, but I couldn't stop."
At 21, Mike received his first DWI. His brother bailed him out, but as Mike
said, "They'll bail you out the first time. After that, they won't do it again."
Mike received 2 more DWI's a few years later, one month apart.

HAVE A FATHER
FIGURE AND HE DIED
WHEN I WAS 17.
I WAS ABANDONED
BY HIM FOREVER."

He lost his job and began using cocaine. Looking for a way to get off of alcohol,
Mike switched over to crack on his way to finding Oxycontin. "It is strong,
more addictive than heroin. Coming off it is one of the hardest things someone
can go through. It feels like your skin is crawling. It brought me to my knees
and what really got me living on the streets."

MIKE SPENT THE NEXT THIRTEEN YEARS LIVING ON THE STREETS.
At that point, Mike was staying at the Salvation Army, where it costs ten
dollars a night to sleep there. As Mike pan-handled through downtown, he ran
into an old friend. "I saw a guy I used to run with named "Quarter Pack" at the
McDonald's one day. He had on these very nice clothes and was all cleaned up.
I asked him how he managed to do it and he told me "I went to the Open Door
Mission. It is free and they can really help you get your life together. You
should go and give it a shot." It was soon thereafter Mike was arrested again. I
asked my lawyer if they were going to send me to jail and she told me, "No, I
think they will give you another chance. There is this program called Star
Court, but you might have to go to rehab." Mike was on board. "Where would
they send me?" Mike asked. His lawyer responded, "There is a place called
Open Door Mission."
Mike immediately thought of his old friend "Quarter Pack" and was thrilled
with this option. It was November of 2017 that Mike entered Open Door
Mission. Mike recalls going through the fourth step of AA at ODM. On their
retreat he recalled how he never wanted to be with his father and always
wanted to be with his mother. "It all came back to me on that retreat and I just
broke down for three days while going through step four." Mike went on to
finish the ODM Program in October of 2018. He's reminded that there were
times that he almost left the Program but thought back to the days of living on
the streets. "I didn't want to go back to those streets, to living on cardboard
again. So I stay focused."

Mike at LakeWood Church

"I DIDN'T WANT TO
GO BACK TO THOSE
STREETS, TO LIVING
ON CARDBOARD
AGAIN. SO I STAY
FOCUSED."

Shortly after finishing the Program, Mike moved across the street to Open Door Mission’s transitional living home,
the Mayfield House, where he continues to live. In February of 2019, Mike was hired at The MARRIOT MARQUIS
Hotel downtown. "I have a Frost Bank account with money in the bank!" Mike happily expressed. As Mike continued
to talk about his addiction and his recovery, he told me something he learned at ODM that helped change his life: "I
learned about why I was doing the things I was doing while I was in my addiction, because I always wondered about
it. Now I know why. It makes it a lot easier when you know your enemy and what you are up against. The more you
know about your enemy, the better chance you have of beating it. I now know drugs and alcohol are my enemy."
Through Open Door Mission, Mike began attending Saturday services at Lakewood Church, where he felt called to
become a member of the choir. In May of 2019 he sang for his first service, and still continues to this day. He says it
is something that truly brings him joy and is a place he looks forward to being a part of every week.
As our conversation came to an end, I asked him if there was anything he wanted to share that he gained from being at
Open Door Mission and through his journey of sobriety. "If you see me walking, we do not need to talk, just see me
walk. If you want to follow me, that is fine, if you don’t, you are on your own. Do it your way and see how that works
out for you. I learned that it is important for me to take time and to take baby steps every day. I learned it is alright if
you take one or two steps forwards, it is even alright if you do not take any steps at all, but I cannot take any steps
backwards."

Charles, Zoe, Robert, Cole, Horace, Chuck

Lori & Matthew Stephens

Gabe praying with runner

Thank you Coop with Finish Strong Sports

RUN FOR A REASON
For over 25 years, the Houston Chevron Marathon
Committee has provided an opportunity for Houston’s
nonprofit community to get involved with the annual
Chevron Houston Marathon and Aramco Half
Marathon through the Run for a Reason Program. This
Program allows race participants, who are willing to
fundraise and raise awareness, to connect with local
nonprofit organizations and run on their team.

Our teams ranged from avid runners who were
brand-new men to our Mission, Alumni and
even a Board member.

Open Door Mission is one of the 64 Run for a Reason
charities that has been teaming up with runners for
years to raise awareness and funds for our programs.

We are excited to announce that we exceeded
our fundraising goal of $25,000. Thank you all
for your generous support. We could not have
made this possible without you!

This year, our Chevron Houston Marathon and
Aramco Half Marathon teams were comprised of 22
runners, including: 2 Marathon Fundraising for
Registration (FFR) runners, 16 Half Marathon (FFR)
runners, and 4 HERO entries.

Despite their various connections to the
Mission, team members developed an affinity
for Open Door Mission and ran for the men we
serve.

If you would like to join our team for the
January 2021 races or become a sidewalk
sponsor, please contact our Development and
Events Coordinator, Katherine Burns, at 832962-4241 or kburns@opendoorhouston.org.

THE OPEN DOOR MISSION
ENSEMBLE

The Ensemble is an inspiration to many. This
talented group of aspiring artists is comprised of
current and former residents of the Open Door
Mission’s Doorway Program for homeless men.
They spread their positive message through
contemporary gospel and with season music
interspersed with testimonies of faith and
optimism. This very special group of men shines
brightly throughout the community whether it is
in a church, a place of business, at the country club or in the intimate setting of a private home, the Ensemble
touches the lives of its listener’s.
As they perform, hearts are softened, hope is renewed, and barriers of misunderstanding vanish. They are
available for any event and only accept donations. It is a great way to experience the joyful, uplifting musical
message of these men who have been redeemed.

OPEN DOOR MISSION'S UPCOMING EVENTS:
MEN & WOMEN VOLUNTEER + MENTOR TRAINING: MARCH 7, JUNE 27 & OCTOBER 3 NOON - 1:30 P.M.
All volunteers and mentors should attend this training in the Chapel. This is an information gathering session
requiring no commitment until and unless you want to make one. Lunch provided. RSVP to
info@opendoorhouston.org
LUNCH WITH A MISSION: MARCH 12, APRIL 9 & MAY 14 NOON - 1:30 P.M.
We host a monthly (second Thursday) open house luncheon and tour of the campus to the general public.
Donors, volunteers, community partners and those who just want to learn more about the Mission are invited
to enjoy a meal from our Open Door Catering menu. RSVP Katherine Burns kburns@opendoorhouston.org
RECOGNITION DAY: MARCH 24, APRIL 28 & MAY 26 AT 2 P.M.
Starting at 2 p.m. We gather at our Lord and Savior Chapel on campus to recognize the men who have
successfully completed the Doorway Program. All friends, family members, & well-wishers are welcome to
attend and hear the graduates' inspiring stories of transformation.
OPEN DOOR MISSION GALA - SAVE THE DATE : SEPTEMBER 24, 2020 6 P.M. - 9 P.M.
River Oaks Country Club. Reservations will be available through our website soon.

'IN MEMORY OF' GIFTS
OCTOBER 1, 2019 - JANUARY 31, 2020

Thank you for remembering someone special with a gift to our men at Open Door Mission.
TOM RYAN
James Ryan

JAIME REYES
Claudia Reyes

GERALD JOSSERAND
Halyard Josserand

MIDGE GANUCHEAU
Phyllis Baker

HONORARIUM
MICHAEL JAMES SHINSKIE

MIMI MUELLER

TERROD LEWIS

MR. & MRS. CLINTON FOX

RICHARD EBLING

TOMMY THOMPSON

BILL, JANET, SHEALA, & ZOE

FABRICIO REYES

FORMER RESIDENT

KELLY RUSHING

JUNE G. JENKINS

Bill & Debbie Stacy
Rogers Crain

Kami & Michelle

BARBARA & CHARLES COMPHER
Neil C. Newton

Cole Mueller

Angie Foster

Claudia Reyes

Edwin Summers

Evelyn Lewis

Janet & Arlo Weltge MD
Anonymous
Diana Keim
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